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wisdom and personality, with men of the same social grade in Yamen proper*
Turkish rule does not reach far east of Sanaa. The Sharif of Mareb acknowledges Ottoman suzerainty, but his c cousin,' the Sharif of Behan, owes allegiance to us by treaty, and an intermediate Sharif (also a relation) at Harib is c odd man out,3 unattached to any suzerain. All three Sharifs coquette with either sovereign power when they get a chance.
The present Sharif of Mareb traced me to a hill-camp on the maritime scarp of the central plateau, to ask if I wanted to buy a pedigree pony. He then began to talk a very pungent brand of politics, for which I referred him to his suzerain's representative at Sanaa, pointing out that I was merely a bird-collector, and that the ground was too rough for ponies.
All these dwellers desertward, east of central Yamen, are known collectively as Ahl al-Mashrik (the people of the East), by the Yamenis, who fear their dour fanaticism and fierce impetuous character. The Ahl al-Mashrik may be said to comprise the tribesmen of Nejran and Jauf, with those that range on the south-west corner of the Empty Quarter and acknowledge no authority unless enforced.
They are all Sunnis or orthodox Moslems, regarding the Sunna (a collection of traditions of the Prophet) as canonical, and guiding their conduct thereby.
Central Yamen follows the Zeidi sect (an offshoot of the Shiah schism), called after Zeid, a great grandson of Ali, and established in Yamen by the Imam al-Hadi Yehya in A.D. 901 ; through him the present Imam of Yamen claims descent from Ali, the fourth Khalif, by his wife Fatima (daughter of the Prophet).